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IRIS has been an IB initiative since its inception at our school and is a
part of the legacy left behind by our seniors. Its goals have always
been to provide an extensive range of relevant content, ranging from
entertainment and lifestyle to current affairs and world events. 

 Our magazine started off as Signature Singhania and has since
grown to become IRIS, a collection of creative articles that continues
to inspire, to motivate, and to help students find their voices and
embark on a journey of creative discovery. This sentiment is evident
in our vision “imbibing the school spirit, making it more accessible
and comprehensive as well as providing a creative outlet for
students”. This third edition is an homage to our experiences as part
of the IBDP this year and is a culmination of the effort of both year 1
and 2 students who have creatively incorporated their research and
literary skills to present a work that is not just a magazine, but a
platform for expression, discussion and passion. The journey that
culminated in this magazine was not void of challenges, but by
working together and striving for excellence, we have been able to
overcome them. 

I present to you our rendition of the IB experience for the year 2022-
2023. 

Editor in chief, 
Kashvi. 

Word from the Editor in
chief 

 
KASHVI KANDARTHANDA





 



 



Bridging the Gap: 
LGBTQ Rights and Intergenerational Dialogue

 The LGBTQ community has made
significant strides towards achieving
equal rights and acceptance in society
in recent years. However, there
remains a divide between the younger
and older generations on issues
relating to LGBTQ rights. The problem
lies in the fact that these
conversations tend to occur in bubbles,
where like-minded individuals
congregate, leading to limited
progress in terms of bridging the gap
between generations. 

Take social media, for example. In
recent years, social media has been a
powerful tool in allowing LGBTQ youth
to express themselves and engage in
conversations about their rights.
However, it has also created an echo
chamber where individuals only
engage with people who share their
views. 

Older generations, who grew up in a
society where being queer was not
accepted, often have deeply ingrained
beliefs about gender and sexuality
that can be hard to change. They may
view the younger generation's ideas
about gender and sexuality as a threat
to their traditional values. 

These beliefs are often reinforced by the
media they consume, which may not
portray the LGBTQ community in a
positive light. 

 Conversely, social media can also be a
source of polarisation for LGBTQ youth,
with different perspectives or ideologies
leading to hostility. It underscores the
need for critical thinking, empathy, and
respectful dialogue in online spaces, as
well as safe and inclusive online
communities that prioritise the well-
being and rights of LGBTQ+ individuals.
Supportive offline resources, such as
LGBTQ-affirming organisations, mental
health services, or peer support groups,
can also play a crucial role in helping
LGBTQ youth navigate social media
polarisation and build positive and
inclusive online experiences.
Conversations about

 LGBTQ rights need to happen outside of
these bubbles. We also need to create
opportunities for intergenerational
dialogue in schools- this means bringing
together students, teachers, and parents
from different backgrounds to have
honest conversations about inclusivity.
We also need to be mindful of the
language we use, as language can be a
powerful tool for both bridging and
reinforcing the divide between
generations. 
 
We need to have discussions that are
respectful, empathetic and focused on
finding common ground. We need to be
willing to listen to the experiences and
perspectives of those who are different
from us. 

 Manasa



With an IB schedule, nobody
has the time to scroll

through their  OTT service of
choice searching for shows

to binge. Here are a few
thrilling and entertaining

suggestions for those who
want to take a break from

their IAs and enjoy
themselves with some

quality shows. 



 

 

 



The Summer I Turned Pretty
 

 For those that enjoyed shows
such as “To All the Boys I Loved
Before” or romcoms in general,

this series is for you. The Summer
I Turned Pretty is a tale of first

love, heartache, and the magic of
one particularly wonderful

summer. 
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The crowd outside sounds like a fanfare, 
but I’m in here with you.
I look at you on my plate and all I want to do is call the waiter to send you
back in. 
I’m looking at you like how I looked at the Sun last year on this very day- I
was with my best friend and we were sun gazing,
we were waiting for the sun to blind us, 
or should I say I was? 
She turned her head to the side as soon as the rays hit her eyelids, 
but I didn’t. 
I waited till the rays zoomed passed my eyelids to the ground underneath. 
I’m glad I looked at the Sun and not her, 
because if I stared at her for a second more than I actually did- maybe I’d
actually remember what she looks like. 
Maybe right now if I picture her opposite this table, 
you wouldn’t be a concern. 
Maybe if she were opposite me, 
my whole existence right now would feel like treacle and you would just be
a crumble of joy on my fingertip, swallowed with a lick. 
I’m being harsh on you, I know. 
It’s one or the other though, 
either I carry the weight of you by consuming your solemn state or you carry
the weight of my words until the night is over. 
The consequence of consuming you is too much to bear so please forgive me. 
I cannot wake up tomorrow after injecting this night into my veins because if
I do then my selfishness will be known. 
My hedonistic behavior should be kept in check, 
the lies I’ve told should remain insignificant and the secrets I’ve kept should
remain on the edges of mouths- and for that I must ask for your forgiveness
as I make my choice. 
I promise that next year I will be wiser. 
Who knows, maybe next year I’ll trust a sliver of the silver light of the moon
to guide me through the night. Until then. 
“Waiter, you can clear this up. Thank you.” 

 -Antara Agarwal
  

 
The crowd outside sounds like a fanfare, 
but I’m in here with you.
I look at you on my plate and all I want to do is call the waiter to send you
back in. 
I’m looking at you like how I looked at the Sun last year on this very day- I
was with my best friend and we were sun gazing,
we were waiting for the sun to blind us, 
or should I say I was? 
She turned her head to the side as soon as the rays hit her eyelids, 
but I didn’t. 
I waited till the rays zoomed passed my eyelids to the ground underneath. 
I’m glad I looked at the Sun and not her, 
because if I stared at her for a second more than I actually did- maybe I’d
actually remember what she looks like. 
Maybe right now if I picture her opposite this table, 
you wouldn’t be a concern. 
Maybe if she were opposite me, 
my whole existence right now would feel like treacle and you would just be
a crumble of joy on my fingertip, swallowed with a lick. 
I’m being harsh on you, I know. 
It’s one or the other though, 
either I carry the weight of you by consuming your solemn state or you carry
the weight of my words until the night is over. 
The consequence of consuming you is too much to bear so please forgive me. 
I cannot wake up tomorrow after injecting this night into my veins because if
I do then my selfishness will be known. 
My hedonistic behavior should be kept in check, 
the lies I’ve told should remain insignificant and the secrets I’ve kept should
remain on the edges of mouths- and for that I must ask for your forgiveness
as I make my choice. 
I promise that next year I will be wiser. 
Who knows, maybe next year I’ll trust a sliver of the silver light of the moon
to guide me through the night. Until then. 
“Waiter, you can clear this up. Thank you.” 

 -Antara Agarwal
 



 
  

As scarlet turns crimson, 
The fledgling edges away from home, 
Searching for its own sun, 
Losing its quavering tone. 
The price for flight, 
A gradual loss of sight,
A glimpse of its light, 
As faint as the sun in the night. 

As crimson turns maroon, 
It finds itself a loon, 
A slip of the heart, 
It finds itself mired in a new art, 
Wont to bloodshed, it cries, 
Internally, for its body forgot how, 
Forgetting it has cut ties, 
Inadvertently, for it couldn’t stop now. 

As maroon turns black, 
It glances at Erebus longingly, 
A final hit and a rope to slack, 
Around its neck, chirping quaveringly, 
Tenebrous tendrils tantalized its conscience, 
Its end couldn’t look better, 
The final drop of scarlet set the ambience, 
For the death of the executioner 

It bled black, darkness consuming the scarlet that
mottled it. Does black turn scarlet? 
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I wish there’d be an escape… 
From the grief-stricken world 

The pain, the agony, the affliction… 
that comes along as a benediction 

Perhaps a place where sufferings no longer exist 
where one could be unscathed and still persist 

A place where a single tear shed would be of profound
happiness; of sheer felicity, fulfilment and fortune. 
 The utopia which deems to make this very place an
empyrean helps thou be serene For all i know in all

fairness an escape can address your lowest and highest
selves From the deepest darkest phases that come along

in the course of life An escape could make you feel alive. 
 

 Post script: (As delusional as this might sound the
infusion of affability may make the world a better place

to be in ) 
-Drishti Thakkar 
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 In popular culture, Y2K is a reference to
the early 2000’s fashion fads and

aesthetics. Flagship Y2K fashion choices
including the velour tracksuits, flared and

bootcut jeans, vibrant accessories, and
other trends have since returned to the

spotlight. 
However, the dominant fashion trends
from the 2000s are either forgotten or

declared to be “cringe”. 
 Undoubtedly, some of them, like capris
and dresses worn over pants, are really

unflattering, but with the appropriate
styling, they too may look absolutely

marvellous. 
Many creations, like Rosetta Getty’s Fall

2021 collection, were inspired by the dress
over jeans look.

 



 With the rapid pace of urbanisation, visiting a splendid urban
city landscape isn’t difficult. What is difficult is finding a

peaceful rural place, pleasing to all the human senses.
Therefore, to help you, we are here with this article to find

the perfect place for you. 
 Huacachina is a small village located in Peru. It has a variety
of shops, hotels and places to visit. It is also very unique. This

village is situated among sand dunes! Quite literally. This
gives the place a very different and beautiful view. Therefore

this place is everything a traveller could want. 
 If you are awed by the wonders of history and

simultaneously want a place to rewind, Santa Maria
dell’Isola is the perfect place for you. A scenic wonder of 4th
century history, located on the coast of the Tyrrhenian sea,
the place has all: scenic views, historical significance, great
food, peacefulness and quiet. The perfect place for history

and peace lovers.
 

-Kamya
 



The Green Goddess salad gained popularity in the 1920s and 1930s,
becoming a staple on the menus of upscale restaurants and hotels. It
was often served as a glamorous appetiser or side dish at social
gatherings and events. The salad's popularity waned in the mid-20th
century but saw a resurgence in the 1980s and 1990s as part of the
retro food movement, with many chefs and home cooks rediscovering
and reinventing classic recipes, including the Green Goddess salad.
In recent years, the Green Goddess salad has experienced a
resurgence in popularity, with many food bloggers and influencers
showcasing their own unique twists on this classic dish on social
media platforms like TikTok. These videos often feature creative
presentations, innovative ingredient combinations, and visually
appealing content that has helped reignite interest in the Green
Goddess salad among a new generation of food enthusiasts. 
The salad continues to be enjoyed as a nostalgic classic or a modern
twist on the original recipe in restaurants, homes, and social
gatherings. 

The green
goddess salad

 From food for royalty to a tik tok trend 

The Green Goddess salad is a popular salad known for its vibrant green colour
and fresh flavours. While its exact history is not well-documented the origins of
the Green Goddess salad can be traced back to the United States in the 1920s.
It is believed to have been created during the height of the "Gilded Age" in
California, known for its opulence and extravagant culinary creations. The
salad's name is derived from the dressing used in the salad, which is typically a
creamy dressing made with mayonnaise, sour cream, herbs, and other
flavourings
This dressing is often tinted green with the addition of herbs such as parsley, chives, and tarragon,
giving the salad its signature hue. 



Here's a basic recipe for Green Goddess salad dressing: 

● 1/2 cup mayonnaise 
● 1/2 cup sour cream 
● 1/4 cup chopped fresh parsley
● 2 tablespoons chopped fresh chives 
● 2 tablespoons chopped fresh tarragon (or dry oregano) 
● 2 cloves garlic, minced 
● 2 tablespoons lemon juice 
● Salt and pepper to taste 
 

1. In a bowl, whisk together mayonnaise, sour cream, parsley,
chives, tarragon, minced garlic, and lemon juice until well
combined. 
2. Season with salt and pepper to taste, adjusting the flavours as
desired. 3. If desired, you can adjust the consistency of the
dressing by adding a little water or milk to thin it out. 
4. Once the dressing is ready, you can use it to dress your
favourite salad greens, along with other salad ingredients such as
avocado, cucumber, tomatoes, and more. 
5. Enjoy your homemade Green Goddess salad as a refreshing
and flavorful side dish or appetiser! 

Ingredients

Instructions
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Belle Lettre, the beating heart of literary enthusiasts, celebrates the

appreciation of diverse literary works. The club aims to recognize and

illuminate the masterpieces penned by poets and authors from different

cultures and languages. It acknowledges the profound impact of the

written word in our lives and how it carries timeless values that can

be woven into our daily existence through the simple act of reading.

Serving as a safe and inclusive platform, the club fosters connections

among individuals who share a                                   for literature.

Through engaging assemblies and activities, it endeavours to instil in

students an appreciation for the captivating beauty of the written

word. 

Chrysalis 
The Art and Photography Club is a                      for creative souls,

providing a platform to express and push the boundaries of artistic

exploration. The club encourages members to unleash their

creativity and captivate others through various art forms. From

film making to photography, calligraphy to illustrations, the club

offers a wide spectrum of artistic expressions to explore. It

provides opportunities for members to showcase their talents and

express their thoughts through engaging activities such as

assemblies, treks, competitions, exhibitions, and much more.

Through this vibrant community, members can hone their skills,

entertain, inspire, and educate others, making it the perfect space

for those who are passionate about the arts. 

haven

Belle Lettre 

mutual love



The Environment Club at Singhania IBDP is dedicated to creating a better
home for all of us by promoting responsible environmental stewardship.

Through education and advocacy, the club aims to raise                                        
about the significance of taking care of our planet and valuing the precious

resources it has bestowed upon us. In addition to advocacy efforts, the club
has successfully planned and executed a range of projects throughout the
year. These include monitoring and reducing food wastage in the school,

implementing vermi-composting initiatives, and actively participating in local
beach cleanups.

COSMOS

AMET

     The Cosmos Club is a haven for math and science enthusiasts, providing a
stimulating environment to satiate their curiosity and explore the mysteries of the

universe. With an array of captivating experiments and theories, the club is
constantly abuzz with excitement and never experiences a dull moment. At the

apex of curiosity, the club is always on the lookout for new and innovative ways
to engage its members, such as                                     , trips to astronomical

centres, cosmic quizzes, guest speaker sessions, and newsletters, among others.
By nurturing students' passion for pure sciences, the club leaves them thirsting
for more knowledge on the topics discussed. Taking the pursuit of scientific
understanding to new heights, the club harnesses the students' capacity for

learning. Being a part of this dynamic club means always having fascinating and
innovative projects to work on and learn from, making it an unparalleled

experience for math and science aficionados. 

Mathletics

awareness



Manasa Vinod Kumar started The Economics Club. The club describes
economics as an elegant amalgam of the natural and human sciences with
an unavoidable ubiquity. The club explores the way economic ideas and
their applications present themselves in our daily lives through various

published newsletters, discussions, and assemblies. From introducing
economic ideas like Game theory to the cohort to adopting a journalistic
approach towards interviewing and writing about the economics of local
small businesses, the club found a myriad of ways to “think globally”, but

engage locally. A few club members also participated in the Wharton
investing challenge. The club strives to enable people to appreciate the role

of this academic discipline as a tool for navigating and shaping the world
around us.

The Economics Club 

“Bringing Wall Street to your Street" 
Continuing its trend of experiential learning, the IBDP section organised
STOCKRAIN’22, on the 20th of December, 2022. Stockrain’22 was a live stock
market simulation event that aimed to help participants gain perspective about
how trading works. All participants - registered as 'Investors'- were completely
immersed in the electrifying energy of the event as they rushed to read the news
and secure stock at the best prices. Investors had the opportunity to grow their
individual portfolios by investing across four industries (led by the students of
IBDP year 2) and twenty companies (led by the students of IBDP Year 1 and 2). At
the end of the day, the student with the highest portfolio value was declared the
winner of the StockRain'22. What made the event more special was the fact that it
was conducted entirely digitally, with practically no paper waste generated. The
event brought together students from across curriculums and schools, including
HFS International, Powai and C.P. Goenka and students from our own ISC and IBDP
section. Bridging various disciplines, including Economics, Mathematics, 
Business Management and Psychology, StockRain was a challenging, exciting, and
memorable experience for all. 

STOCKRAIN

Recognizing the common 
love for economics



 Affirmed that technology would contribute to education, arts, and
many more, Hriday Kharpude brought his love for technology with

the Robotics Club of Singhania. The Sulonian Robotics Club strives
to create an impact on the school life of students by implementing
innovative technology in the classroom. The club has successfully

participated in several competitions and events across India like the
Mesmerize and Cozmo-Clench competitions as a part of the IIT
Techfest. They built a              control line follower robot that uses
several sensors to identify a guiding line and stay on track, while

automatically delivering papers across classrooms. The club hopes
to continue innovating in the future. 

SULONIAN ROBOTICS CLUB

With the intention of empowering every student with the
superpower of coding, transforming them from technology

consumers to creators, Kanha Korgaonkar founded the Hack Club.
This innovative club strives to help individuals stay up-to-

date on the ever-evolving world of technology. Through a
diverse range of activities, the Hack Club imparts knowledge
on coding, and                   creation, and fosters a safe
environment for learning the basics. It encourages members to
unleash their creative potential and bring their brilliant
ideas to life, providing a platform for exploration and

innovation. 

THE HACK CLUB

algorithm

PID



MedTech
Enthralled by the profound integration of technology in medicine, Parthsarthi
Sharma took the initiative to establish the Med-Tech Club, which aims to
raise awareness about the intriguing realm of biotechnology. The club
addresses pertinent issues such as          and            in the
battle against infections, topics that resonate with everyone as these

challenges are universal. The club also organises captivating field trips and
exhibitions, offering an ideal blend of fun and education for its members. It

welcomes all curious and like-minded individuals, as it endeavours to
disseminate more knowledge in this growing field.

biotech        nanotech

Mental

Health Club
The Mental Health Club places utmost importance on a critical yet often overlooked aspect of

human well-being. It serves as a safe haven to understand, evaluate, and prioritise mental
health and emotional well-being, taking into account the multifaceted factors that can

impact them. Through diverse activities such as exhibitions, peer-moderated sessions, and
expert-led discussions, the club actively promotes awareness of the significance of
maintaining good                          well-being. The club is open to suggestions, always

prioritises the mental health of its members, and fosters an environment where everyone can
be their authentic selves. 

mental



Girl Up is a global movement for gender equality founded by the UN, to increase
 opportunities, rights and skills for girls. At Singhania, GirlUp works towards
 promoting gender equality and educating people by increasing awareness about social issues. 
One of the major events organized by the GirlUp team this year was an anti-bullying campaign for grades 5th to
7th in collaboration with the Mental Health Advocacy Club. Counselling psychologists from Fortis were invited as
speakers who spoke to the students about what the victim of bullying goes through and how to reach out to an
adult for help. The kids took home a very important message and the event turned out to be a huge success. Similar
important topics relating to gender equality, LGBTQ and mental health are also frequently spoken about, to raise
awareness, using the wide platform offered by social media. Our design team has made great contributions to
making our posts look more engaging to our audience and the marketing and research time receives major credit
for strategizing our posts to make the best out of it. Overall, we’re really proud of and grateful for a very
enthusiastic and motivated team. 

GirlUp 

 

TEDx
                                                                        This year’s TEDxyouth@singhania event at            

Smt Sulochanadevi Singhania IB World School 
was quite simply, magnificent. Helmed by our very 

own year 2 students, Dheer Doshi , Vibeke Iyer, and 
       Akanksha Somani as the core team, it took on the
insurmountable task of planning, organising and carrying out an
offline event of such immense scale after 2 years

Aided throughout this journey, the team heads and co-heads as well
as the team members themselves, continuously pushed  themselves

 to ensure the success of the event. The planning began right  at the start
    of this academic year, with the goal of having the final event in mid-October,
which they were able to achieve through pure grit and determination.  Every
single member of the team worked throughout the months in order to get 

everything in place, but the event could not have been successful without the amazing
work done by the curation and production teams. 

With last-minute speaker changes, technological mishaps and a lot of stress, they were
able to keep their cool and overcome the challenges they faced with ease. The support
everyone received from all the teachers, the staff as well as principal ma’am for the entire
duration of the event was what enabled us to reach our full potential and inspired us to
work even harder. The event was held on 16th October, both offline and with a
provision for online viewing, with 6 incredibly dynamic speakers who made the event
unforgettable. 



ISMUN

 
The International Singhania Model United Nations conference 2022, hosted by our very own school, had
two IB led committees for the very first time this year. This was an opportunity for the IB section to be a
part of an event that is at the heart of the ISC section of the school, and we did not disappoint. With the
executive board of both committees,              and               , being IB year 1 and year 2 students, we worked
tirelessly to ensure that everything from planning the country matrix to formulating the study guide and
even incorporating the crises, was up to the standards that we as Singhania IB students hold ourselves to.
Ensuring academic honesty in all the documents we prepared, as well as making sure that we provided a
great platform for all the participating delegates to express themselves in the best possible way, following
the procedures of traditional MUN conferences to give them a true taste of what MUNs are all about, we
were able to make our committee sessions interactive and fun. As most of the delegates in the committees
were first timers, we did have a few challenges with regards to adhering to committee procedures and
remaining on track with the agenda, but we were able to turn it into a fruitful learning experience for
everyone involved and learnt a lot from it ourselves.

DISEC        GCOSE

We were also constantly supported in our journey by the faculty,
the staff and principal ma'am herself, to help keep the event
running smoothly. It was a 3 day event with a phenomenal
execution and unforgettable opening and closing ceremonies,
where IBDP year 1 and year 2 students were able to perform
alongside their ISC counterparts, and work collaboratively, which
was also an incredible experience.

OXFORD MUN

 
The Oxford International Model United Nations conference was a
three day offline event held on 11th, 12th and 13th november 2022
in the breathtaking campus of the University of Oxford in the United
Kingdom. 17 students from the IB section and 2 from the ISC section
of Smt Sulochanadevi Singhania school participated in the event
alongside two of our wonderful facilitators, Ketki ma’am and
Sangeeta ma’am. 

 The preparation for this began a month before the event itself, with everyone’s adrenaline pumping in excitement and
anticipation. Even though many of the students participating were first time MUNers, they really showed their
dedication towards learning and were able to perform wonderfully and engage in truly invigorating discussions and
discourse throughout the duration of the conference.
They were able to imbibe the IB spirit of creativity, open mindedness, and resilience, and were able to successfully
represent our wonderful institution at such a prestigious platform by winning accolades as well. It was an honour for
our school to be able to participate in an event of this magnitude and scale with 
delegates from over 30 countries, and we were able to make the most of this opportunity by interacting with students
from across the globe, which helped us gain new perspectives and become more internationally minded. This conference
also helped us gauge our standing among the international forum and put into perspective the areas in which we need to
improve to be competitive in future events. Alongside the conference we were also able to explore the historical campus 
 of the University of                   as well as the city of London, and were able to enrich our knowledge of history as well as
make unforgettable memories with our peers. By supplementing an academic conference with fun activities like visiting the
Warner Brothers studio as well as shopping at Oxford street, we were able to enjoy and appreciate both aspects of the
trip in equal measure. It was truly a remarkable experience and we dearly wish that such opportunities continue to grace us
in the future. 

OXFORD
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Following the dissolution of the
Soviet Union in 1991, Ukraine and
Russia maintained ties. Ukraine
agreed in 1994 to sign the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty and
dismantle the nuclear weapons left
by the USSR, in exchange for
Russia, the UK, and the US
guaranteeing its territorial integrity
as per the Budapest Memorandum.
However, in 2013, Ukrainian
President Viktor Yanukovych
refused to sign an association
agreement with the European
Union (EU), opting for closer ties
with the Russian-led Eurasian
Economic Union instead, which led
to pro-EU protests known as
Euromaidan. The protests
eventually resulted in the removal
of Yanukovych in February 2014,
followed by pro-Russian unrest in
eastern and southern parts of
Ukraine.                                                 

The Paradox of War: 

Amid the crisis, Russian soldiers
without insignia took control of
strategic positions and infrastructure
in Crimea, leading to its controversial
annexation by Russia. Subsequently,
the war in Donbas broke out in April
2014, with the formation of two
Russia-backed separatist quasi-
states: the Donetsk People's Republic
and the Luhansk People's Republic.
Russian troops were involved in the
conflict, despite Russia denying its
direct involvement.                                   

 Ceasefire agreements, such as the
Minsk agreements signed in
September 2014 and February 2015,
were attempted to stop the fighting,
but they repeatedly failed. Disputes
arose over the role of Russia, with
Ukraine, France, Germany, and
Normandy Format members seeing
Minsk as an agreement between
Russia and Ukraine, while Russia
insisted that Ukraine should
negotiate directly with the separatist
republics.                                                     

In 2021, Russian President Vladimir
Putin refused offers from Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy to
hold high-level talks                                  

Cultural Sentiments and the Destruction of Heritage in the Ukraine-

Russia Conflict



He endorsed an article arguing that
it was pointless to deal with
Ukraine while it remained a
"vassal" of the United States.            
The annexation of Crimea also
fuelled Russian nationalism and
aspirations for further annexation
of Ukrainian land, including the
unrecognised Novorossiya. Putin's
ideas on Russian-Ukrainian unity
have been described by some as
imperialism or historical
revisionism, while others have
noted a distorted view of modern
Ukraine and its history by the
Russian leadership.                            

Russia views Crimea as historically
and culturally Russian, and the
annexation of Crimea in 2014 was
seen as a "reunification" of Crimea
with Russia. Russia argues that it is
protecting the rights of ethnic
Russians and Russian-speaking
populations in Ukraine, particularly
in the eastern regions of Donetsk
and Luhansk, which have declared
independence and sought to join
Russia.                                                    

It claims that its intervention in
Ukraine is to defend its national
security interests and prevent
Ukraine from joining NATO, which
Russia sees as a direct threat to its
security. Russia has denied direct
involvement in the conflict in
eastern Ukraine, stating that any
Russian military presence in
Ukraine is due to the involvement
of Russian-speaking volunteers or
"volunteers" supporting the
separatist groups.                                

 However, Ukraine sees Crimea as
an integral part of its territory and
considers the annexation by Russia
as a violation of its sovereignty and
territorial integrity. Ukraine views
the conflict in eastern Ukraine as
an act of aggression by Russia,
including the arming and support of
separatist groups by Russia, and
considers it as a violation of its
sovereignty. It sees itself as a
victim of Russian aggression and
interference in its internal affairs,
and seeks support from the
international community to resist
what it perceives as an invasion by
Russia.                                                    



Ukraine seeks to regain control
over its territories, restore its
territorial integrity, and establish
peace and stability in the eastern
regions. In political conflicts,
historical and political sentiments
can sometimes impede legal
agreements when the interests of
the people are at stake.                      
 But are “cultural sentiments''
satisfactory grounds for war?           
 I argue not, as the mere act of war
is a destruction of culture.                 
In times of war and conflict,
cultural identity and cultural
heritage become all the more
important. Buildings, monuments
and symbols of culture that speak
of shared roots acquire an
increased significance.
Consequently, they can become
targets of violent and oppressive
action that seeks to destroy the
symbols valued by enemies or the
iconography associated with
alternative faiths and traditions. If
the preservation of culture is a
form of preserving one's identity
and heritage during war, is it not
ironic that war, in the name of
culture and history, defeats its own
purpose?                                                

Strong emotions tied to historical
events, national identity, and
political ideologies can influence
decision-making and create
obstacles in reaching mutually
acceptable solutions. People's
sentiments and well-being should
be a crucial consideration in any
political conflict. In the midst of
conflict, it can be challenging           
 to prioritise the interests of the
people over other strategic or
ideological objectives. The
urgency of the conflict, the
complexity of the issues, and the
dynamics of power and
negotiation can overshadow the
concerns of ordinary people.            

Regardless, war is never the
answer. Resorting to armed
conflict and violence should
always be avoided, and diplomacy,
dialogue, negotiation, and other
non-violent methods can resolve
disputes.                                               
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